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ISLE  OF  WIGHT'  COUNTY  COUNCIL 
EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 


REPORT  OF 

THE  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1947. 

The  year  1947  was  for  the  School  Health  Service  one 
of  definite  progress.  On  the  medical  side,  the  year 
commenced  with  almost  a completely  fresh  staff  which 
has  fitted  into  the  service  remarkably  well.  The  dental 
staff  has  now  got  into  its  stride  and  dental  inspection  and 
treatment  is  in  full  swing. 

During  the  year  the  Council  was  fortunate  in  obtaining 
the  part  time  services  of  an  Ear,  Throat  and  Nose 
Specialist  who  had  recently  come  to  practice  on  the  Island. 
This  is  a distinct  boon  as  formerly  the  nearest  Ear,  Nose 
and  Throat  surgeon  was  domiciled  in  Southsea.  It 
has  been  found  possible  since  his  appointment,  to  hold 
a clinic  in  Newport  twice  monthly  for  children  living  in 
the  West  of  the  Island  thus  saving  the  journey  to  Ryde. 

The  services  of  a full  time  speech  therapist  have  also 
been  obtained  and  the  Island  is  now  no  longer  dependent 
on  the  part  time  services  of  a speech  therapist  from  the 
County  of  Hampshire. 

During  the  year  too,  agreements  were  made  with  the 
three  hospitals  on  the  Island  for  in-patient  and  out-patient 
hospital  treatment  of  children  in  maintained  schools. 
Terms  for  the  services  of  consultants  and  specialists  have 
also  been  negotiated  and  it  is  hoped  that  by  the  time  this 
report  is  in  print,  the  consent  of  the  Minister  to  the 
different  agreements  will  have  been  received. 
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A further  improvement  in  the  service  has  been  affected 
by  the  change  from  once  yearly  to  twice  yearly  medical 
inspections  for  this  means  that  children  in  their  first  year 
in  the  Primary  schools  are  examined  soon  after  entry. 

The  Council  now  employ  a physiotherapist  who  is 
also  competent  to  give  electro-therapy  and  this  recently 
appointed  officer  has  had  the  advantage  of  spending  two 
weeks  at  the  Treloar  Hospital,  Alton  under  the  Orthopaedic 
Surgeon  who  attends  the  Council’s  Orthopaedic  Clinics. 

The  fact  that  Dr.  Davies  Jones  who  is  in  charge  of  the 
Child  Guidance  clinics  has  now  retired  from  his  position 
as  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  County  Mental  Hospital, 
is,  in  my  opinion,  an  advantage  and  there  is  already  much 
less  opposition  on  behalf  of  parents  to  allow  their  children 
to  attend  when  requested. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  maintained  schools 
was  67,  viz.,  56  Primary  with  6,972  children  on  the  registers, 
eight  Secondary  Modern  with  1,876  children,  one  County 
Building  School  with  124  children  and  two  County 
Secondary  Grammar  Schools  with  683  children.  The 
total  number  of  children  on  the  registers  in  all  schools  at 
the  end  of  the  year  was  therefore  9,655. 


STAFF. 

School  Medical  Officer  . . . 


Assistant  School  Medical 
Officers 


William  S.  Wallace,  M.C., 
M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
(Appointed  9-1-47.) 

Charlotte  Forsyth,  M.B., 
Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

(Appointed  14-10-46.) 

Anne  Simpson,  M.B., 
Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

(Appointed  1-10-46.) 

John  Mills,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 
(Appointed  1-3-47.) 


>? 
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Assistant  School  Medical 
Officer 

Dental  Surgeon  ... 

Assistant  Dental  Surgeons 

55  55 

Dental  Nurse 
Dental  Attendants 

5 5 5 5 

5 5 5 5 

Physiotherapist  ... 

55  55 

Speech  Therapist  ... 

55  5 5 

Consultants  (Part-time) . 

Orthopaedic  Consulting 
Surgeon 

Consulting  Heart  Specialists 

55  5 5 


Harold  C.  Calvey,  M.B., 
Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

(Appointed  1-11-46 
Resigned  31-12-47.) 

Frederick  Harvey,  B.D.S. 
Gerald  Simons,  L.D.S. 

Herbert  J.  Nicholls,  L.D.S. 
(Appointed  September, 
1946) 

Miss  F.  Willis,  S.R.N. 

Mrs.  D.  Dunn. 

(Appointed  1-12-47.) 

Mrs.  J.  B.  Ingham. 
(Resigned  30-11-47.) 

Miss  M.  Ayress. 

Miss  A.  Baldwin,  C.S.P., 
(Resigned  30-6-47.) 

Miss  P.  Twort,  M.C.S.P., 
M.E.,  L.E.T. 

(Appointed  3-10-47.) 

Miss  P.  Conway,  L.S.S.T. 
Part-time — Resigned 
31-8-47.) 

Miss  P.  W.  Glover, 

L. C.S.T. 

(Whole-time — Appointed 
1-9-47.) 

Henry  H.  Langston,  M.B., 
B.S.,  F.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

L.  P.  Firman-Edwards, 
B.A.,  M.D. 

John  Dockray,  M.A.,  M.B., 
B.Ch.,  M.R.C.P., 

M. R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 
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Ear,  Throat  and  Nose 
Specialist 

Eye  Specialist 

School  Nurses  (Whole-time) 


,,  (Part-time) 


Chief  Clerk  to  the  Depart- 
ment 


Philip  R.  Grimaldi, 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P., 

D.L.O. 

Frank  Heckford,  M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P.,  D.O.M.S. 

Miss  D.  Goodwin,  S.R.N. 

Mrs.  Graham- Withers, 
S.R.N. 

21  District  Nurses, 

employed  by  the  District 
Nursing  Associations, 
are  part-time  School 
Nurses. 

Miss  H.  Rickard. 


MILK  IN  SCHOOLS. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  pupils  taking 
milk  on  a normal  school  day  during  the  week  commencing 
13th  October,  1947  : — 


Schools. 

No.  in 
Attendance. 

No.  taking  Percentage. 
Milk.  taking  Milk. 

Primary 

Secondary  Modern 

6523 

\ 

1 

5460 

83.7 

Secondary  Grammar 
and  Technical 

2542 

) 

1545 

60.8 

Total 

9065 

7005 

77.3 

SCHOOL  MEALS. 

During  the  past 

year  there 

have 

been  further 

developments  in  the  School  Meals 

Service, 

including  the 

opening  of  an  additional  self-contained  canteen  at  the 
Sandown-Shanklin  Secondary  Modern  School  (“Fairy 
Court”). 
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Before  long  it  is  hoped  to  open  the  new  kitchen  at 
Northwood  Park,  Cowes,  which  will  relieve  the  Gurnard 
Central  Kitchen  where  the  demand  for  meals  is  greater 
than  can  be  met  satisfactorily. 

All  schools  are  now  being  served  with  meals,  although 
there  are  restrictions  on  the  number  which  can  be  supplied 
in  certain  areas,  e.g.  Ryde,  where  the  Play  Street  Lane 
Kitchen  is  not  yet  fully  equipped.  When  that  kitchen 
is  complete,  Caversham  House  will  become  a self-contained 
canteen,  and  there  will  then  be  6 central  kitchens  and 
13  self  contained  canteens  in  the  area. 

Throughout  the  year  shortages  in  supplies  of  food 
stuffs,  particularly  vegetables,  have  been  experienced,  but 
these  difficulties  have  been  overcome  to  a large  extent 
by  the  canning  and  bottling  of  fruit  and  tomatoes,  so  that 
good  nutritional  meals  continue  to  be  served. 


A census  of  school  meals  taken  on  a normal  school  day 
during  the  week  commencing  13th  October,  1947,  gave  the 
following  figures  : — - 


Schools. 

No.  in 

No.  of 

Percentage 

attendance. 

meals  served,  taking  meals 

Primary 

. 6523 

3302 

50.6% 

Secondary  Modem 

Secondary  Grammar 

\ 2542 

1487 

58.5% 

and  Technical 

I 

• • 1 

Totals 

9065 

4789 

52.8% 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

The  numbers  of  children  examined  in  each  group  and 
some  of  the  findings  at  these  examinations  are  shown  in 
the  tables. 

It  will  be  seen  that  957  more  children  were  inspected 
in  the  Periodic  groups  than  in  1946.  The  increase  is 
probably  mainly  due  to  the  bi-annual  inspection.  Had 
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there  been  no  second  inspection  a large  proportion  of  the 
children  examined  then  would  not  have  been  done  until 
1948  and  so  would  have  been  included  in  that  year’s 
figures. 

STATE  OF  NUTRITION.— Of  4,503  children 
examined  at  periodic  inspections,  the  nutrition  was  classed 
as  good  in  49.4  per  cent,  as  fair  in  48.0  per  cent  and  poor 
in  2.6  per  cent. 

UNCLEANLINESS  AND  FOLLOWING  UP.— The 
nurses  carried  out  fully  their  following  up  work,  making 
1,360  visits  to  schools  and  2,071  home  visits  ; the  number 
of  dressings  applied  in  the  treatment  of  minor  ailments 
was  1,523  and  the  number  of  examinations  for  uncleanliness 
was  27,495.  This  last  figure  includes  the  routine 
examinations  carried  out  by  the  nurses  as  early  as 
practicable  after  the  beginning  of  each  school  term  and 
also  the  re-examinations  of  children  found  unclean.  In 
September  97  children  had  nits  in  their  hair  out  of  a total 
of  8,072  examined,  i.e.,  a percentage  of  1.2  (1.8  per  cent 
in  1946).  The  number  of  schools  with  no  unclean  child 
was  34.  The  percentage  of  children  found  at  periodic 
medical  inspections  to  have  nits  in  the  hair  was  0.3. 
During  the  year  the  nurses  themselves  cleansed  107 
children.  Legal  proceedings  were  not  taken  in  any 
uncleanliness  case. 

Fifteen  school  children  were  found  to  lie  suffering  from 
scabies  at  the  three  routine  inspections  carried  out  by  the 
school  nurses  during  the  year. 

If  the  nurse  excludes  any  child  from  school  at  cleanliness 
inspections  the  School  Medical  Officer  is  informed  and  a 
cleansing  notice  is  sent  to  the  parent  or  guardian.  This 
calls  attention  to  the  condition  and  invites  the  parent  to 
present  the  child  at  a given  place  and  time  for  a further 
examination  but  also  gives  the  option  to  have  the  child 
cleansed  by  the  nurse.  If  the  child  is  presented  and  is 


still  unclean  then  an  official  order  is  sent  instructing  the 
parent  to  present  the  child  at  a given  place  and  time  for 
cleansing  under  arrangements  made  by  the  Authority. 

ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  TREATMENT. 

In  Table  IV,  Groups  2 and  3,  are  shown  the  numbers 
of  children  treated  for  visual  defects  and  enlargement  of 
the  tonsils. 

Details  of  work  done  at  the  Eye  Clinics  at  Newport 
and  Ryde  and  by  Dr.  Heckford. 

Authority's  Dr.  Heckford's 


Clinics 

Clinics 

Number  of  children  who  attended 
Number  of  attendances  : — 

471 

212 

i.e.  New  attendances 

248 

82 

Re-examinations 

223 

130 

Re-examined  twice  during  year  243 

39 

714 

251 

Number  of  children  found  to  be  suffering 

from  : — - 

Defective  vision  ... 

466 

204 

Other  defects 

Results  of  attendances  : — 

5 

8 

Spectacles  prescribed  (first  time) 

131 

26 

Spectacles  altered 

33 

39 

Spectacles  renewed 

Already  had  spectacles  which 

40 

27 

were  suitable 

189 

79 

Spectacles  not  required 

64 

64 

Not  improved  with  spectacles  ... 

9 

10 

Spectacles  repaired 

1 

2 

Spectacles  no  longer  necessary 

4 

4 

Cases  referred  to  Dr.  Heckford 
Attendances  of  children  for 

24 

— 

examination  under  atropin 

219 

— 
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ORTHOPTIC  TREATMENT. — The  weekly  sessions 
have  been  continued.  The  total  number  of  new  cases 
referred  to  this  clinic  during  the  year  was  53,  of  which 
one  was  considered  not  suitable  for  treatment.  Twenty- 
three  cases  whose  treatment  was  started  in  the  previous 
year  made  further  attendances  and  the  number  of  children 
under  treatment  at  the  end  of  1947  was  92  (52  at  Newport 
and  40  at  Ryde). 

SPEECH  CLINIC. — In  September,  1947,  a whole-time 
Speech  Therapist,  Miss  P.  W.  Glover,  L.C.S.T.,  was 
appointed  to  succeed  Miss  P.  Conway  who  had  held  a 
joint  appointment  with  the  Isle  of  Wight  County  and 
Hampshire  County  Authority  since  November  1st,  1946. 

Miss  P.  Glover  commenced  duty  on  the  1st  Septemeber 
With  the  service  of  a whole-time  Speech  Therapist,  it 
has  been  possible  to  hold  more  clinics  and  these  clinics 
are  now  held  at  the  following  centres  : — 

Newport  ( Braunstone  House).  Mondays  and  Tuesdays. 

Ryde  ( Mount  House.)  Wednesdays. 

Freshwater  ( Nurses'  Institute.)  Thursday  mornings. 

Shanklin  ( Scio  Hospital.)  Friday  mornings. 

The  remaining  sessions  are  devoted  to  clerical  work  and 
visits  to  schools. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  children  seen  at  these 


clinics  during  the  year  : — 

Number  of  sessions  held  ...  ...  ...  281 

Number  of  attendances  of  children  ...  ...  1476 

Number  of  new  patients  seen  ...  ...  ...  100 

Number  of  children  found  suitable  for  treatment  57 
Number  of  patients  discharged.. . ...  ...  13 

Number  of  schools  visited  ...  ...  ...  17 

Number  of  homes  visited  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  children  treated  during  the  year  ...  93 


HEART  CLINIC.— These  clinics  have  continued 
throughout  the  year  at  monthly  intervals  (with  the 
exception  of  August)  and  the  two  senior  physicians  on 
the  staff'  of  the  County  Hospital,  Doctors  Firman- Edwards 
and  Dockray,  have  been  in  attendance  at  the  clinics 
every  alternate  month.  During  the  year  there  were  1 1 
clinics  held  and  68  attendances  in  all  were  made  by  school 
children. 

CHILD  GUIDANCE  CLINICS.— During  1947,  Dr. 
C.  Davies  Jones  held  the  following  sessions  : — 


Newport  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52  (45) 

Cowes  11  (31) 

Ryde  16  (34) 

Freshwater  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 (4) 

The  numbers  of  children  attending  were  as  follows  : — 

Total  number  of  cases  dealt  with  ...  ...  60  (55) 

Number  of  new  cases  dealt  with  ...  ...  34  (34) 

Number  of  old  cases  re-opened  ...  ...  2 (8) 

Number  of  cases  discharged  ...  ...  ...  18(24) 

Total  number  of  attendances  ...  ...  275  (253) 


Dr.  Davies  Jones  has  kindly  furnished  the  following 
report  :— 

“The  Clinic  has  continued  to  function  well.  The 
number  of  children  of  school  age  dealt  with  during  1947 
amounts  to  60 — a slight  increase  upon  the  previous  year’s 
total  of  55.  The  investigations  carried  out  indicate  that 
one  of  the  main  factors  connected  with  behaviour  problems 
in  children  is  disruption  in  the  domestic  life  of  the  parents 
and  it  is  not  an  exaggeration  to  say  that  the  majority  of 
cases  dealt  with  confirm  this  view.  A certain  number  of  the 
cases  seen  are,  in  addition,  inherently  mentally  retarded 
from  birth,  some  even  to  the  extent  of  coming  within 
the  provisions  of  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts. 
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During  the  year,  a progressive  change  has  taken  place 
in  the  administration  of  the  Clinic,  in  that  it  is  now  definitely 
under  the  directorship  of  the  County  Medical  Officer, 
thus  securing  a closer  and  very  desirable  relationship  with 
the  School  Medical  Service,  and  removing,  as  far  as  is 
practically  possible,  any  supposed  “stigma”  attaching 
to  its  connection  with  the  “Mental”  Services.  Parents 
should  now  feel  that  the  Clinic  is  quite  definitely  an 
ancillary  branch  of  the  Health  Services. 

The  voluntary  help  so  freely  given  by  Drs.  Hynes  and 
Williamson  should  not  be  allowed  to  pass  without  due 
acknowledgement.” 

CRIPPLING  DEFECTS  AND  ORTHOPAEDICS.— 

Mr.  H.  H.  Langston,  from  Alton  Hospital,  held  nine 
clinic  sessions  during  the  year.  The  total  attendances 
numbered  263  of  which  137  were  of  children  in  your 
primary  and  secondary  schools. 

Miss  A.  Baldwin  Physiotherapist,  resigned  at  the  end  of 
June  and  another  full-time  Physiotherapist,  Miss  P.  Twort, 
commenced  duty  at  the  beginning  of  October. 

Clinics  are  held  in  the  following  Centres  : — 

Cowes,  Northwood  House  ; 

Freshwater,  Secondary  Modern  School  ; 

Shanklin,  Scio  Hospital  ; 

Sandown,  Methodist  Hall  ; 

Newport,  County  Hall  and  Newport  Secondary 
Grammar  School  ; 

Ryde,  Mount  House.  ; 

Ventnor,  Senior  School. 

During  the  year,  3892  attendances  were  made  by 
children  attending  these  clinics. 

The  numbers  of  children  suffering  from  orthopaedic 
defects  who  were  treated  in  Alton  Hospital  during  the  year 
were  as  follows  : — 
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Boys  Girls  Total 


In  residence  at  Alton  at  beginning 


of  1947 


4 3 7 


Admitted  during  the  year 
Discharged  during  the  year 


4 4 8 


3 4 7 


In  residence  on  31st  December, 


1947 


5 3 8 


The  diseases  or  defects  for  which  the  eight  children 
were  admitted  were  as  follows  : — - 

Infantile  paralysis,  congenital  scoliosis,  skin  grafting  after 
severe  burns  (admitted  twice),  Perthe’s  disease,  Talipes 
varus,  pes  equino  varus,  pes  valgus  and  Torticollis. 

Seven  children  (three  boys  and  four  girls)  were 
discharged  during  the  year  leaving  eight  (five  boys  and 
three  girls)  in  hospital  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Two  lads  were  under  training  at  Alton  College  at  the 
end  of  the  year  ; one  (aged  16)  has  been  in  the  College 
since  January  1946,  and  another  (aged  1 4-|)  who  had 
previously  received  treatment  in  Alton  Hospital  for 
osteomyelitis  of  both  legs  was  admitted  to  College  for 
training,  in  August,  1947. 

One  child  was  in  the  Heritage  Craft  School,  Chailey, 
throughout  the  year,  a boy  suffering  from  a congenital 
deformity  of  both  legs.  There  were  no  other  admissions 
or  discharges. 

TUBERCULOSIS. — Catherine  Bowen  Home,  Long- 
ford Sanatorium. 

The  number  of  children  from  the  County  Education 
area  dealt  with  during  1947  is  summarised  in  the  following 
table  : — 
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In  residence  on  December  31st., 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

1946  

1 

1 

2 

Admitted  during  the  year  ... 

. 16 

*15 

31 

Discharged  during  the  year 
Remaining  on  December  31st., 

. 12 

15 

27 

1947  

. 4 

1 

5 

* This  number  includes  one  girl  who  was  admitted  to  the 
Catherine  Bowen  Home  twice  during  the  year. 


Of  three  children  treated  for  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
and  discharged  during  the  year  one  was  classed  as 
quiescent  and  two  as  non-cjuiescent  ; of  six  treated  for 
abdominal  tuberculosis  and  discharged  during  the  year 
one  was  classed  as  quiescent  and  five  as  non-quiescent. 
One  boy  with  tuberculosis  of  the  spine  was  transferred  to 
the  Treloar  Hospital  at  Alton. 

Of  the  seventeen  children  admitted  for  observation  and 
discharged  during  the  year  sixteen  were  classed  as  non- 
tuberculous  and  one  as  doubtful  on  discharge. 

Other  children  of  school  age  admitted  to  the  Catherine 
Bowen  Home  included  four  children  from  the  Portsmouth 
Education  Authority. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  five  children  in  the 
Sanatorium,  two  boys  suffering  from  abdominal 

tuberculosis,  one  boy  from  glandular  tuberculosis  and  one 
boy  and  one  girl  under  observation. 

The  children  treated  at  Alton  Hospital  on  account  of 
tuberculosis  were  as  follows  : — 

Boys  Girls  Total 

In  Hospital  on  December  31st, 

1946  ...  4 1 5 

Admitted  during  the  year  ...  1 1 2 

Discharged  during  the  year  ...  1 — 1 

In  residence  on  December  31st, 

1947 


4 


2 


6 
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At  the  beginning  of  1947,  there  were  four  boys  and  one 
girl  at  the  Lord  Mayor  Treloar  Hospital,  Alton,  four 
of  whom  suffered  from  tuberculosis  of  the  spine  (three 
boys  and  one  girl)  and  one  boy  from  epiphysitis  of  the 
left  hip. 

One  boy  and  one  girl  were  admitted  to  Alton  Hospital 
during  the  year  suffering  from  tuberculosis  of  the  spine 
and  glands  respectively. 

The  boy  suffering  from  epiphysitis  of  the  left  hip  was 
discharged  during  the  year  after  19  months’  treatment, 
thus  leaving  six  (4  boys  and  2 girls)  in  hospital  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

In  addition  to  the  tuberculous  children  treated  in  Alton 
Hospital  during  the  year,  the  following  children  have 
been  treated  in  other  institutions  : — 

The  girl,  referred  to  in  last  year’s  report,  who  was 
admitted  to  the  London  Chest  Hospital  in  November,  1946 
on  account  of  bronchiectasis,  was  discharged  in  March 
after  fifteen  weeks’  treatment. 

One  boy  suffering  from  tubercular  cervical  adenitis 
was  admitted  to  the  Norfolk  and  Norwich  Hospital  while 
on  holiday  for  2|  weeks  and  after  his  return  to  the  Island 
was  admitted  to  the  Catherine  Bowen  Home  at 
Havenstreet. 

Another  boy  suffering  from  tuberculous  meningitis  was 
admitted  to  Great  Ormond  Street  Hospital,  London  for 
treatment  with  Streptomysin  in  October  and  was  still 
there  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

One  boy  suffering  from  bronchiectasis  was  admitted 
to  Brompton  Hospital  where  a left  lower  lobe  and  lingula 
lobectomy  operation,  was  performed.  He  was  there  for 
a period  of  one  week  during  May,  1947. 
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1 he  total  number  of  children  from  maintained  schools 
treated  in  Island  Voluntary  Hospitals  from  April,  1947 
until  31st  December,  1947  is  shown  in  the  following 
table  : — 

Hospital. 

In-Patient.  Out-Patient. 

Total. 

Royal  I.W.  County 
Hospital 

291 

330 

621 

Shanklin  Cottage 

Hospital 

31 

8 

39 

East  Cowes  Cottage 
Hospital 

10 

2 

12 

332 

340 

672 

Two  children  (both  girls)  from  our  Island  schools  were 
treated  in  voluntary  hospitals  on  the  mainland  during 
1947  (apart  from  those  already  mentioned  in  the  report) 
as  follows : — 


Name  of  Hospital. 
Hammersmith  Hospital,  London. 


Royal  Free  Hospital,  London 


Complaint. 

Congenital  absence 
of  rectum  with  a 
vaginal  fistula. 

Obesity. 


Two  boys  from  the  mainland,  suffering  from  impetigo, 
while  on  holiday  were  admitted  for  15  days  to  St.  Mary’s 
Hospital,  Parkhurst  for  treatment. 


NUMBER  OF  EXCLUSIONS  NOTIFIED  BY  HEAD  TEACHERS  EACH  TERM  DURING  1947 
ON  ACCOUNT  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
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The  table  shows  that  1,233  (1,340)  children  were 
excluded  on  account  of  infectious  disease  1,077  infected 
(1,201)  and  156  contacts  (139). 

Measles,  prevalent  during  the  first  few  months  of  the 
year,  gradually  declining  but  never  disappearing,  was 
responsible  for  the  greatest  number  of  exclusions.  Towards 
the  end  of  July  the  first  case  of  Infantile  Paralysis  appeared 
in  one  of  the  schools.  This  was  rather  a serious  case 
necessitating  “respirator”  treatment  and  that,  together 
with  the  rather  alarming  press  publicity,  caused  a mild 
panic  among  the  parents.  It  was  considered  advisable  by 
the  Public  Health  Authority  to  close  the  school  and  as 
the  term  had  only  one  more  day  to  run  it  was  decided 
to  acquiesce.  Altogether  22  cases  among  children  of 
school  age  were  notified  during  the  year  but  as  18  of  these 
occurred  during  August  they  do  not  appear  among  the 
school  exclusions. 

Apart  from  that  mentioned  above  there  were  no  school 
closures  on  account  of  infectious  disease  nor  were  any 
certificates  issued  in  respect  of  schools  where  the  average 
weekly  attendance  had  fallen  below  60  per  cent  of 
maximum  by  reason  of  epidemic  disease. 

DEN  PAL  TREATMENT.— Mr.  F.  G.  Harvey,  B.D.S., 
submits  the  following  report : — 

Following  the  dental  inspection  of  children  attending 
the  Island  Schools,  there  has  been  a noticeable  increase 
in  the  number  of  children  who  have  accepted  treatment 
when  notified  of  any  dental  defects.  Further,  there  are 
indications  that  parents  are  beginning  to  show  more 
interest  in  the  dental  condition  of  their  children  by  the 
way  they  now  seek  an  appointment  of  their  own  accord. 
This  co-operation  of  the  parents  and  children  will  go  a 
long  way  to  make  the  school  dental  service  a success, 
designed  as  it  is,  to  ensure  that  all  children  will  leave 
school  with  a full  complement  of  healthy  functioning 
teeth.  The  acceptance  rate  for  treatment  was  81  per  cent, 
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showing  an  increase  of  7 per  cent  on  the  previous  year’s 
figure.  This  result  in  the  main  is  very  satisfactory  but 
cannot  be  regarded  with  any  complacency  by  the  school 
dentists  who  are  anxious  to  raise  the  figure,  if  possible, 
to  100  per  cent.  There  is  still  a hard  core  of  children  who 
refuse,  consistently,  any  form  of  treatment  and  it  is 
remarkable  how  this  resistance  is  confined  to  certain 
families.  It  is  difficult  to  account  for  this  attitude  in  these 
more  enlightened  times  but  it  must  result  from  sheer 
apathy  on  the  part  of  some  parents.  It  has  been  known 
for  a parent  to  withhold  consent  for  treatment  when  a 
child  has  been  eager  to  accept.  However,  in  these  days, 
when  freedom  of  the  individual  counts  for  so  much,  our 
approach  to  this  problem  must  be  such  that  all  parents 
will  be  only  too  pleased  to  make  use  of  the  dental  service 
offered  by  the  Authority.  It  can  be  achieved  by  giving 
treatment  of  the  highest  standard  possible  under 
conditions  agreeable  to  both  patient  and  dentist  and  this 
is  dependant  on  well  equipped  dental  clinics  situated  in 
various  parts  of  the  Island.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  work 
on  the  new  clinic  at  Ryde,  approved  by  the  Committee  more 
than  twelve  months  ago,  has  not  yet  commenced.  Here 
the  school  dentist  is  working  under  deplorable  conditions 
which  does  not  pass  unnoticed  or  without  comment  from 
some  parents.  In  the  Sandown-Shanklin  and  Ventnor 
areas  where  no  clinic  facilities  exist,  it  has  been  necessary 
if  no  accommodation  is  available  in  the  schools,  to  hire 
rooms  in  the  vicinity. 

Altogether  8,359  children  were  inspected  in  the  schools 
and  a further  544  children  classified  as  “specials”  were 
examined  at  the  clinics.  These  are  the  children  who 
were  recommended  for  treatment  by  the  School  Medical 
Officers  or  sought  treatment  on  their  own  accord.  Hence 
the  total  number  of  children  examined  was  8,903  and  of 
this  number  5,105  (57.3  per  cent)  children  were  found 
with  defects  which  required  treating  by  the  dentist.  The 
number  of  patients  who  accepted  treatment  during  the 
year  totalled  4,144  or  81  per  cent. 


18 


The  object  of  all  dental  treatment  is  to  maintain  the 
teeth  and  gums  in  a healthy  condition  and  in  the  light  of 
our  present  knowledge,  this  can  only  be  achieved  by  a 
system  of  regular  inspections  and  treatment,  if  necessary, 
at  frequent  intervals.  At  present,  it  is  possible  only  to 
give  the  children  an  examination  every  twelve  months  but 
it  is  hoped  to  shorten  this  period  during  the  coming  year. 
This  applies  more  especially  to  the  younger  age  groups, 
that  is  the  5-8  year  olds.  In  a previous  report  I have 
remarked  on  the  large  number  of  children  entering  the 
schools  at  5 years  of  age  having  dentitions  free  of  any  sign 
of  caries.  The  improvement  had  taken  place  gradually 
over  the  past  seven  years  and  my  personal  opinion  was 
that  it  was  due  to  the  consumption  of  less  sugar  during  the 
war  years.  I regret  to  report  that  after  careful  examination 
of  the  new  entrants  this  year,  the  incidence  of  dental 
decay  shows  a slight  increase.  It  is  essential,  therefore, 
that  these  young  children  should  be  inspected  and  treated 
at  six  monthly  intervals  for,  success  in  the  treatment  of 
the  temporary  dentition,  can  only  be  obtained  if  the  caries 
of  the  temporary  teeth  is  treated  in  its  earliest  stages. 
However,  it  was  found  possible  to  extract  less  temporary 
teeth  during  the  year  compared  with  the  previous  one  and 
this  allowed  more  time  for  the  conservation  of  others. 
Fillings  in  temporary  teeth  increased  this  year  by  457  to 
a total  of  1,475. 

Similar  results  have  been  possible  in  the  treatment  of 
the  permanent  dentition.  The  number  of  extractions 
necessary  have  decreased  and  the  number  of  fillings 
increased.  The  proportion  of  permanent  teeth  filled  to 
permanent  teeth  extracted  was  approximately  8.3  to  I. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a beginning  was  made  in 
the  treatment  of  irregularities  of  the  teeth  by  the  use  of 
orthodontic  appliances.  Previously  on  account  of  the 
arrears  of  work,  this  type  of  treatment  could  not  be  under- 
taken except  in  certain  cases  where  the  removal  of  a tooth 
or  teeth  would  improve  the  condition.  As  a point  of 
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interest,  out  of  the  551  permanent  teeth  extracted  this 
year,  48  were  for  regulation  purposes.  Appliances  were 
made  for  six  children,  all  of  the  removable  type,  the 
children  attending  the  clinic  at  intervals  for  adjustments. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  provide  partial  dentures  for 
1 1 children  to  replace  anterior  teeth  which  had  been  lost 
chiefly  on  account  of  accidents  although  in  the  case  of  one 
girl  who  was  about  to  leave  school,  decay  was  so  active 
and  widespread,  a full  upper  denture  was  indicated  and 
inserted. 

One  girl  with  a broken  anterior  tooth  in  an  otherwise 
perfect  dentition,  had  the  offending  tooth  restored  with  a 
porcelain  crown. 

I would  like  to  thank  the  head  teachers  and,  in  some 
instances  their  secretaries,  who  have  helped  the  school 
dentists  so  much  in  the  pursuance  of  their  duties.  Without 
their  help  the  foregoing  results  could  not  have  been 
obtained. 

Apart  from  the  above,  a certain  amount  of  time  has  been 
devoted  by  the  school  dentists  to  work  for  other  committees. 
One  dentist  visits  the  County  Mental  Hospital  and  Forest 
House,  another  the  Longford  Sanatorium  and  certain 
sessions  are  devoted  to  the  treatment  of  patients  referred 
from  the  maternity  and  child  welfare  clinics.  Provision 
is  also  made  for  the  treatment  of  patients  recommended 
by  the  Public  Assistance  Committee. 

EXCEPTIONAL  CHILDREN. 

DEAF  AND  BLIND  CHILDREN. — At  the  end  of 
1947,  there  were  four  deaf  children  in  special  schools, 
one  (a  boy)  at  the  Brighton  School  for  the  Deaf  and  three 
others  (two  boys  and  one  girl)  at  the  West  of  England 
Residential  School  for  the  Deaf  at  Exeter.  Two  children 
were  still  awaiting  admission  to  a Special  School  at  the 
end  of  the  year  (one  boy  and  one  girl).  The  other  girl 
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who  was  awaiting  admission  to  a Special  School  at  the 
end  of  1946  was  admitted  to  the  West  of  England  Resi- 
dential School  at  Exeter  at  the  beginning  of  January 
1947,  and  discharged  at  the  end  of  July. 

There  were  five  blind  children  in  Special  Schools  at 
the  end  of  the  year  (four  boys  and  one  girl).  The  girl, 
aged  20J,  who  was  at  the  Royal  Normal  College  for  the 
Blind  at  the  end  of  1946  left  the  College  in  July,  1947, 
after  four  years  three  months’  tuition  and  obtained  a 
position  in  the  Education  Department  of  this  Council  as 
a shorthand-typist. 

EDUCATIONALLY  SUB-NORMAL  CHILDREN.— 

The  educationally  sub-normal  boy  referred  to  in  last 
year’s  report,  who  was  in  the  Monyhull  Residential  School, 
Birmingham,  was  discharged  on  the  7th  August,  1947, 
as  ineducable. 

Ten  children  (five  boys  and  five  girls)  were  notified 
during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1947,  by  the  Local 
Education  Authority  to  the  Local  Mental  Deficiency 
Authority  under  Section  57  (3)  of  the  Education  Act, 
1944. 

The  three  special  classes  for  retarded  children  are  doing 
excellent  work  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  28  boys  and  29 
girls  were  in  attendance. 

There  are  three  hoys,  aged  9,  9 and  10  years  who  are 
awaiting  admission  to  a Special  Residential  School. 


OTHER  EXCEPTIONAL  CHILDREN. 

EPILEPTICS.— One  boy  was  in  Lingfield  Epileptic 
Colony  at  the  end  of  1946  and  in  June,  1947,  another  boy 
suffering  from  severe  epilepsy  was  admitted  making  two 
boys  in  Lingfield  Epileptic  Colony  at  the  end  of  1947. 
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In  addition,  there  are  eight  children  of  school  age,  four 
boys  and  four  girls,  who  suffer  from  epilepsy.  One  of 
these  (a  boy)  is  absent  from  school  ; the  others  are  in 
attendance.  Two  boys  and  two  girls  suffer  from  major 
epilepsy  ; the  degree  of  epilepsy  in  the  other  children 
is  only  of  a minor  nature. 

In  all  there  were  17  children  not  attending  school  at 
the  end  of  the  year  on  account  of  physical  defects,  three 
were  awaiting  admission  to  special  schools  or  hospitals, 
two  were  exempted,  one  because  of  severe  valvular  disease 
of  the  heart  and  the  other  because  of  Friedreich’s  ataxia 
and  the  other  12  were  excused  attendance  from  school 
for  the  time  being  because  of  the  following  conditions  : — 

Bronchiectasis  (2),  pulmonary  tuberculosis  (2), 
tuberculous  abdominal  glands  (2),  major  epilepsy  (1), 
tuberculous  glands  (1),  congenital  deformity  (1),  debility 
(1),  valvular  disease  of  the  heart  (1)  and  Still’s  disease  (1). 
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TABLE  I. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  PUPILS  ATTENDING 
MAINTAINED  PRIMARY  & SECONDARY  SCHOOLS 

A.  PERIODIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 
Number  of  Inspections  in  the  prescribed  Groups  : — 


Entrants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1837 

Second  Age  Group  ...  ...  ...  ...  1623 

Third  Age  Group  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  912 


Total  4372 

Number  of  other  Periodic  Inspections  ...  ...  131 


Grand  Total  ...  ...  4503 

B.  OTHER  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  1775 
Number  of  Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  2044 


Total  3819 


C.— PUPILS  FOUND  TO  REQUIRE  TREATMENT. 

Number  of  Individual  Pupils  found  at  Periodic  Medical 
Inspection  to  Require  Treatment  (excluding  Dental  Diseases 
and  Infestation  with  Vermin). 


Group. 

(1) 

For  defective 
vision  (excluding 
squint). 

(2) 

For  all  other  con- 
dilions  recorded 
in  Ta'de  II  A. 

(8) 

Total 

Individual 

Pupils. 

(4) 

Entrants  ... 

23 

320 

338 

Second  Age  Group 

80 

255 

320 

Third  Age  Group 

42 

1 74 

214 

Total  (Prescribed  Groups) 

145 

749 

872 

Other  Periodic  Inspections 

9 

39 

48 

Grand  Total 

154 

CO 

CO 

r-~ 

920 
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TABLE  II. 

A.— RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND  BY  MEDICAL 
INSPECTION  IN  THE  YEAR  ENDED 
31st  DECEMBER,  1947. 


PERIODIC 

INSPECTIONS 

SPECIAL 

INSPECTIONS 

No.  of  defects 

No.  of  defects 

Defect 

Code 

No. 

Defect  or  Disease 

Requir- 
ing treat- 
ment 

Requir- 
ing to 
be  kept 
under 
observa- 
tion, but 
not  re- 
quiring 
treat- 
ment 

Requir- 
ing treat- 
ment 

Requir- 
ing to 
be  kept 
under 
observa- 
ation,  but 
not  re- 
quiring 
treat- 
ment 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

4. 

Skin 

50 

12 

79 

4 

5. 

Eyes — a.  Vision  ... 

154 

40 

69 

6 

b.  Squint 

36 

10 

4 

3 

c.  Other  ... 

19 

6 

10 

4 

6. 

Ears — a.  Hearing 

26 

2 

7 

1 

b.  Otitis  Media 

2 

— 

— 

— 

c.  Other  ... 

19 

7 

10 

1 

7. 

Nose  or  Throat  . . . 

332 

245 

128 

43 

8. 

Speech 

15 

14 

9 

2 

9. 

Cervical  Glands  ... 

10 

43 

9 

9 

10. 

Heart  and  Circulation 

12 

22 

7 

5 

11. 

Lungs 

31 

55 

23 

12 

12. 

Developmental — 

a.  Hernia  ... 

3 

3 

1 

b.  Other  ... 

15 

10 

3 

1 

13. 

Orthopaedic — 
a.  Posture 

34 

3 

10 

1 

b.  Flat  foot 

182 

5 

14 

— 

c.  Other  ... 

50 

24 

10 

1 

14. 

Nervous  system — 
a.  Epilepsy 





1 

1 

b.  Other  ... 

— 

12 

7 

4 

15. 

Psychological 

a.  Development 

7 

5 

2 

b.  Stability 

5 

3 

8 

3 

16. 

Other 

46 

70 

98 

48 

24 


TABLE  II  continued. 


B.— CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  GENERAL 
NUTRITION  CONDITION  OF  PUPILS  INSPECTED 
DURING  THE  YEAR  IN  THE  AGE  GROUPS. 


Age-groups 

Number 

of 

Pupils 

Inspected 

A 

(Good) 

B 

(Fair) 

C 

(Poor) 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

0 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

Entrants 

1837 

995 

54.2 

813 

44.3 

29 

1.5 

Second  Age-group 

1623 

688 

42.4 

885 

54 . 5 

50 

3.1 

Third  Age-group 

912 

458 

50.2 

421 

46.2 

33 

3.6 

Other  Periodic 
Inspections 

131 

85 

64.9 

44 

33.6 

2 

1 . 5 

TOTAL 

4503 

2226 

49.4 

2163 

48.0 

114 

2.6 

25 


TABLE  III. 

Treatment  Tables. 

Group  I. — Minor  Ailments  (excluding  Uncleanliness,  for 
which  see  Table  V). 


(«) 

Number  of 
Defects 
treated,  or 
under 
treatment 
during  the 
year. 

SKIN— 

Ringworm — Scalp — 

(i)  X-Ray  treatment 

1 

(ii)  Other  treatment 

8 

Ringworm  — Body 

6 

Scabies 

57 

Impetigo 

73 

Other  skin  diseases 

50 

Eye  disease 

76 

Ear  defects 

32 

Miscellaneous 

1307 

Total 

1610 

w 

3 otal  number  of  attendances  at  Authority’s  minor 

ailments  clinics  693 
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Group  III.  Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 
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Group  V. — Child  Guidance  Treatment  and  Speech  Therapy. 

No.  of  pupils  treated  (a)  under  Child  Guidance  arrangements 

(b)  under  Speech  Therapy  arrangements  ... 
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TABLE  IV.— DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT. 

(1)  Number  of  pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority’s  Dental  Officers. 


(a)  Periodic  Age  Groups 


Age 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 9 10 

11  12 

13 

14 

15  16 

17 

Tota 

Number 

160 

834 

796 

864 

858  805  789 

842  789 

722 

523 

238  107 

32 

835 

(b)  Specials 

544 

( c ) TOTAL  (Periodics  and  Specials) 

8903 

(2)  Number  found  to  require  treatment 

5105 

(3)  Number  actually  treated 

4144 

(4)  Attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treatment 

6216 

(5)  Half-days  devoted  to 

• 

(7)  Extractions: — 

(a)  Inspection 

801 

Permanent  Teeth  . . 

551 

(b)  Treatment 

10841 

Temporary  Teeth  . . . 

3877 

TOTAL  ... 

1165 

TOTAL 

4428 

(8)  Administration  of 

general  anaesthetics 

for  extraction 

64 

(6)  Fillings : — 

(9)  Other  Operations 

Permanent  Teeth 

4561 

Permanent  Teeth  . 

570 

Temporary  Teeth 

1475 

Temporary  Teeth 

924 

TOTAL 

6036 

TOTAL  ... 

1494 

These  figures  include 

a few 

Secondary  Grammar  School 

children. 

Partial  dentures  were  supplied  to  eleven  school  children. 
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TABLE  V. 

INFESTATION  WITH  VERMIN. 


(?)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children 

in  the  Schools  by  Schools  Nurses  ...  27,495 

(??')  Number  of  individual  children  found 

infested  ...  ...  ...  ...  97 

(???)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect 
of  whom  cleansing  notices  were  issued 
(Section  54  (2)  Education  Act,  1944)  24 

(???)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of 
whom  cleansing  orders  were  issued 
(Section  54(3),  Education  Act,  1944)  2 

(v)  Average  number  of  visits  per  School  made 

during  the  year  by  the  School  Nurses...  9.6 


